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WELCOME TO THE SUMMER 2019 EDITION
OF THE PACE RAIL NEWSLETTER
Electrification is in a critical phase in the UK, and the industry is
being asked to deliver more cost-effective overhead lines. We are
delighted to update our customers on enhancements in products,
services, and safety that answer this call.
Please read on to find out about the work we’re doing with current
electrification projects as well as innovations from our two main rail
partners, Gruppo Bonomi and Morris Line Engineering.
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PACE SUPPORTING MIDLAND MAIN
LINE WITH RESPONSIVE LOGISTICS
As Midland Main Line’s electriﬁcation works moved into the heart of the OLE
construction phase, PACE Networks has been supporting the project with
supplies of Omnia cantilevers and Bonomi droppers and clamps. As is often the
case on an electriﬁcation project of this size, some urgent requirements have
arisen for cantilevers and brackets. See page 3 for details...
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Omnia Group releases its innovative
new TTC, which delivers savings of
£3,000 per location in materials, as
well as savings through reduced
possession costs; reduced plant
costs; reduced labour costs; and
other potential savings in
foundations and project timescales.
See page 2 for details...

Trial approved for
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INTRODUCING...

THE OMNIA TWIN
TRACK CANTILEVER
At the start of CP6, the challenge for the electriﬁcation
industry is clear. We must electrify lines at a much lower
cost. And while some good news is already coming in
from projects in progress, and we see exciting
developments like the Cardiﬀ Intersection Bridge
innovation, there is still much work to do.

One high cost in electrifying lines and in maintaining those
lines is possessions. As more of society travels than ever
before, passenger numbers are rising, and that puts
pressure on the already small windows for working on the
railway. Omnia was created in 2008 to address this
modern rail environment and to utilise advanced
manufacturing techniques.

Key advantages of Omnia include:
FASTER TO
ASSEMBLE &
INSTALL

EASILY
ADJUSTABLE
FOR
MAINTENANCE

FEWER TOOLS
REQUIRED

CORROSION
RESISTANT
MATERIALS
THROUGHOUT

FACTORY
QUALITY
CONTROL &
TRACEABILITY

LESS TIME
WORKING AT
HEIGHT

LIGHTER
PRODUCT FOR
LINESMEN

PR VALUE FROM
REDUCED
VISUAL IMPACT

FEWER POINTS
OF FAILURE
WITH ONLY 11
COMPONENTS

The new Omnia Twin Track Cantilever builds on those basic qualities and combines a pair of the approved Station Platform
Omnia Cantilevers to cover 2 tracks from a single mast. Thanks to the high strength nature of the horizontal Omnia beam,
the Omnia TTC can achieve a reach of up to 8.5 metres.
Thanks to the simplicity at the heart of the Omnia design, there are a number of savings to come from this latest
Omnia evolution:
MATERIAL SAVINGS OF
CIRCA £3,000 PER
LOCATION, COMPARED
TO A STEEL LATTICE TTC

POSSESSION COST
SAVINGS – INSTALLING A
MAST RATHER THAN A
LATTICE TTC

SAVINGS FROM
REDUCED PLANT
REQUIREMENTS

REDUCED WEIGHT
LOADING ON TTC
FOUNDATION

FASTER INSTALLATION
MEANS EARLIER
PROJECT FINISH

MATERIAL SAVINGS OF
£1,500 PER LOCATION,
COMPARED TO 2 SINGLE
CANTILEVER MASTS

In summary, this development of the Omnia cantilever oﬀers real savings for electrifying lines,
in materials, time and plant. It also oﬀers savings in maintenance, with its wide adjustment
range of 750mm; and common spares with the Omnia cantilever. Initial discussions with
contractors suggest that the overall saving could typically be £10,000 to £15,000 per location.

LESS LABOUR REQUIRED
THANKS TO FASTER
INSTALLATION

Contact PACE today
to get technical
details and to see our
installation video.
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PACE SUPPORTING MIDLAND MAIN
LINE WITH RESPONSIVE LOGISTICS
Having advanced into the heart of the electriﬁcation construction
phase for Midland Main Line, the project is building on the success
of other cost-eﬀective electriﬁcation schemes. Being a high proﬁle
project, this could be good news for electriﬁcation as a whole.
As with all electriﬁcation projects, foundations can move or refuse,
and late design modiﬁcations from these are a real challenge for
materials management. In the case of Midland Main Line, they have
not suﬀered as much as other projects, but there have been four
occasions to date where they called on PACE Networks with urgent
cantilever requirements. Thanks to our UK stockholding of Omnia
components we were able to ship product twice in 7 days, once in 3
days and once on a same day delivery.
PACE Networks Rail Business Development Director Simon Park
commented “PACE made a signiﬁcant investment in a range of
overhead line equipment at the start of 2018 and we’ve already been
able to support Shotts, SDA, Walsall-Rugeley, and now Midland Main
Line with rapid deliveries. We’re committed to providing the service and
support needed for a stronger supply chain, helping create a more
sustainable, consistent electriﬁcation industry.”

TRIAL APPROVAL FOR MLE’S
UPDATED MOTOR MECHANISM
One driver behind this latest version of Morris Line’s
motorised switch, like the Omnia TTC, is to make good use
of expensive possessions and limited work windows. Also,
there is a desire to enhance the safety factors around
isolations where unfortunately we do still see occasional
serious injuries or even fatalities on the railway.
Network Rail’s Safer Isolations Programme will allow the
nominated person working on a track section to apply an
electronic lock. Equally, the control oﬃce will also be able
to apply an electronic lock. Only when the site is conﬁrmed
clear and ready for earths to be removed, will the
control oﬃce be able to re-energise.

PACE AWARDED EXCLUSIVE
BONOMI AND REBOSIO
DISTRIBUTION IN UK
Gruppo Bonomi has awarded PACE Networks exclusive
UK distribution of the Omnia cantilever system, Bonomi
products, and Rebosio insulators.
PACE Networks has expanded its existing UK based
warehouse operation, increasing its stockholding to 1,000
cantilevers. PACE Networks supplied four electriﬁcation
projects in 2018, and is currently working with the
Midland Main Line
Electriﬁcation Project,
WE HOLD THE
supplying cantilevers
FOLLOWING
and overhead line equipment.

STOCK:

Cantilevers
Assemblies
Droppers

Please contact
PACE today to
arrange a viewing of
the new motorised
mechanism.

Insulators
Clamps
Components
& ﬁttings

PACE AT RAILTEX & RAIL LIVE
We exhibited at Railtex in May and Rail Live in June, showing our range of Rail
products and displaying the new Omnia Twin Track Cantilever. We were pleased to
see plenty of visitors from projects such as Welsh Valley Lines and HS2, who gave
us a positive response to this new development.
There was also broad interest in the remote securing subject and Morris Line’s new
motor mechanism. If you missed us at the shows and would like to see the products,
please do get in touch.

MLE’S 27M DEMONSTRATION RIG WITH
THEIR PEAR-DRIVE ASSEMBLY
Morris Line Engineering are oﬀering customers the chance to view a 27 metre
installation of their pear-drive operating tube assembly at their factory in Bridgend.
The installation demonstrates the simplicity of the design, and its very impressive
reach, as well as giving engineers a chance to get their hands on the product. It’s a
busy time for Morris Line right now, with orders for Crossrail and Shenﬁeld
-Southend-Victoria, as well as product developments and new qualiﬁed installer
training courses. Contact PACE today to arrange a viewing of this impressive
demonstration setup.

NEW STARTER JOINS TEAM PACE
Shaun Mullen joins us as a Senior Warehouse Operative, supporting our
expanding UK stocking and distribution business.
Having recently moved to Gloucestershire,
Shaun is taking part in warehouse duties
concerning goods in & out, quality control,
stock inspections and cantilever assemblies.

PACE GETS BEHIND GRASS ROOTS
FOOTBALL WITH KICK START
Kick Start, a charitable sporting venture set up by the Ashley
Scrivens Foundation, helps grassroots youth football teams
establish themselves within the Forest of Dean. In removing
the ﬁnancial pressures from the process they also provide
everything needed for the ﬁrst year. PACE is extremely proud
to be supporting Kick Start and the Ashley Scrivens Foundation.

CONTACT US

for more details.

info@pace-networks.co.uk • +44 (0)1285 323 525 • www.pace-networks.co.uk

